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Tom Cruise returns his
Golden Globes amid

HFPA controversy
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bt Ehe decisinn — Naldl the Asiacistes Frei.

W wwrw. themanning. Ik

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

it the island, where you ase allowed to
OUMITHRS WUESINGHE engape in physical games like this withouwt
Saapy lskand brings Sri Lankan access o professional court or pitch, this

was an attractive draw for a Lot of people.
“Bince there are less like thess n
&ri Lanka, most of the people are looking
into unigue ways i have a good time with
a bunch of friends. Chce our custormers
stanied experiencing soap football, it began
to spread through word-of-mouth rapidly.
Thiz game is designed for anyone to come
and play, even with zero experience in
soccer. | think by opening Scapy Island.
culF custamess ane able o have a gneat
tirnee and also o enpoy a soccer game with

sporhing enthusests the concept of “Soap
Foothall” —a game where you play soccer
on a padded feeld, covered in soapy water.
The game 15 designed for just about
anyvone to have a good time, there are o
age restrictons and no prerequisites, and
even iF vou have #erm expenences m soccer
you'te good to go.

Boapy Iskand allows & masimmm of 20
players o enter the court, however, ol a rate
of K. 450 per person, there 15 a mingmum
charpe. Even if vou have a smalbsr group,

"
-

you must pay the base charge for six 5.,;;;,-,;. Fai enterainment,” said Goonesathna,

players per hour. The venue provides Shenidh Hirusha Goenerathing While Soapy lsland criginally

soceer balls and they adviss started out in 2017 with a regular-zized ¥ . N

that participants play S APY to wadch,” he sasd. stadium, with the standard dimensions, Participants during a game of soap othsll at the Soapy [and venie

barcfoot and preferably i ISLAND Goonerathna commented  they have since gone on w0 expand the _ . . .

shorts. It"s a hilarioushy that a5 soon as they lunched  venue, and have recently installed a outdoors, however as it has a roof it is clean our stadium after each game while

enjoyable activity, Soapy Island, there was an newer, bigger arena. He said that they possible Tor the players to enjoy a game ensurimng that their stafl are thoroughly

particularly if you choose o do milux of people who began opted for this new space because it is far  at any time of the day, whether it be Followwing all recormmended gudelines as

it with a close group of friends, to come and expericnce mose spacious, and much unlike a regular  sunmy or even if il is raining well

side splitting laughter is a given. = the game, many of them SOCCEr gAML, SOafly SOCCET requires a He alzo spoke of the challenges A for the fufure of Soapy [sland,
Speaking with Founder really having the time of their life 10t more moving around to slip around they have had o face a5 a result of the Cioomerathma shared that they are already

Shemuadh Hirusha Goonerathna, he slipping arcund, despite mot having freely and so they have far more features  pemsdermic, consadering that theirs 15 a warking on opering their mext Soapy Tsland

shared that be siaried Soapy Island back

im 2017 wihen he was kooking for 8 umique
conespt 1n sports 1o launch m S0 Lanka.
“While lookimg mio 11, [ came across this
game of soccer to play with soap water. It
makes the aoceer game fun and entertaming

;T ——

any previous athletie tramng. He said that
many of the participants really enpoy the
sdea of playing p sport hike soccer m ths
particular, relatively sate settimg.

He: shared that considenmeg that there's
really mot mamy sumilar opportumtees

available in thiz newly installed space.
He also added that due to the nature of
the sport, as the service provider, their
primary objective is to ensure their
customess” safety. The new stadium
with its padded spongy floor is placed

eimitact sport after all and requires the
gathenmg of a group of people, He said that
the current sitation has been challenging
i their busaness, owever, they have
comtined o operate wWhile maintaimmg all
required health guidelines, adding that they

were in Kandy, He said thaf they have
plares to expand thedr business throughour
the country amd have a Soapy Island venue
in every oty s that Sr Lankans anywhere
o the aslamad wall have the opportimity 1o
experience i,

A smaII measure

of peacein

difficult times

Sarvodaya's latest emergency relief hotline

VENESSA ANTHONY

Sarvodaya, in an initiative to provide some aspect of
reliaf for Covid-19 victims, launched thelr emergency
riliaf hotline on 1 May, With their social media presence
and connections to the grassroots network, the hotline
soon became well known amongst patients, and they
currently receive over 60-100 calls a day. Since it is almost
always Covid victims that call from the quarantine
cantras, through word of mouth;: the existence of this

hotline spreads.

We, at Hawrch, called the
hotlme to urderstand what they
offier ond the chalkenges this line
18 facing. The hothne has four
lmes — two Smhala, one Tamil,

Sarvocleyva
ebrance

and e English, Cur three

| atternpls were Lo try The English

| line, but unfortumetely, they

i seemed o have poor cormection,

i upon tryvimg the Smhala line,

[ wi were connected to Project
Comordinator and Call Centre
Monoger Lehiru Dedongods

They had the ides o
coduct sueh o hotlne, with the
| suggestion of Sarvodya General

t Becretary D, Vinya Anvaraine,
who &= also ther medical

i specalist. He had received

iy requests from Covid
quarantine cenires and other
diitors for axch an motiahive

ez well. Dodangoda explained:

“The sthonfion m the country

VLI ST I."-L'J'_'.'IJ.EI:.'. ] :ﬂ:h ih_'.
we Find rmore and more cases.
Somietivmes people, after teating
meil:in_' i fior Convad), ane taken
o genires without them even
Enowing whene they will be
taken.” They receive calls from
thesse eentres tellmg them thit
there are patients with no phones
THIT iII:I:.' '|'|-'l:|' Ly e mbacl |J1L'1r
kevisd ones, so the people behind
the: heathine make attennpis. o
rezaure their friends and il
thent they are safe, Dodamgoda
ala added that they receive
ot calls to their Sinhala and
Tarril Firwes from people of the
Vivumoya, Trineomales, and
Colomba Districts.

Anwther serve [h_'_l.
offer help wath s prepornng
ambulances for once a patient
is dobe with deeir guarantine.
Theey olso co-ordinated their
way oo,

Speaking 1o us about the
|..|.'||.-".1|'|n|.'I recenved ]-.:I.ulm}_l;-:ul.l
cormmented: “We have had
iy recquests for conducting
PCR tests for Sn Lankan
eitizens, These people have

Sarvodaya launched thair emengency relief hotline on 1 May, The hatling has four
ines - hwe Sinhada, one Tamil, 2nd one English

meade atiemipls W contact

ther bocal PHIs (public healih
imapactors) ance they feed tey
are shimying sympioms of Cowvid
bt theery are also very busy, 3o
they respond whenewver they
cain, bl ssmetimes, it 18 not
ru:ﬁxil:ﬂ.l_ Lex gl @ TespOrsg, | 8
ery Fauar that Eu.l.||'|||.- e ol —
worrebirmes the PHIs do reasaime
them theat they wall comne

and laak mio the matter, bt
oftentimes, it tnkes o fow dinys
This time pened of wadting,
when ene’s mind 15 inken over
by areciones thoughts, 15 very
bty om o5 mand; so the
helpling offiers reassumnee amd
whenever possible, attemnpts o
speed up the process. "We call
thear kecal PHIs and mfoomn them
of these people, explaining that
they are i deep discomifort and
try i keep them in the loop”

Drodangods explained that a
Lot of these callers simply need
pavchosocial support; they ane
all scared and mentally affected,
sor conmsel limg easess fhenr mumds,
He suggested that if bome
|.||::rr.1n|:i1'.|. wats an optien for
|'|ul1L'1:|L='. whio are asy |:n'|'|1|1'r.|1..|.1|.|_
|J1-L1 Wy I.IIJIIJ. EH. E:I'L'ﬂ" Zﬂ:u’ on
mcirvidunl*s meninl bealih,
Altheugh, he added, that then:
nre pecye stock af home, with
i informetion: on whether they
will be sent o quarsmting or ek,
who eall them and beg them to
takoe thesm bo o quesrarime centne;,
ey be to keep their famaly safe,
or for other reasons, they do mod
wish bo be stuck ot home.

“We had one: Bamaly call
from hoapital, afrasd for thedr
Lives, as they wene kept in a
cadual ward. 1t is nornal for
patients b be kept there, as
usually, the next day they will
b sent o a quaraniing cemire,
bt 1t 15 rwod surprising that the
LIT.IJL"I'l.EiI;Il.:'.‘ oof the sititicon
wolld canse them mental
distress, W rmessured them
thavt they are safie and in the
best place that will take care of
them,” Dodongeds commented.
Anciher notable feature of the
holine 15 thot they toke the tme
te filloww wp om the patient”s
Esues. Unce they followed up
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om the aforementicned call, they
Found onst fluat the family had
heen taken to the Pinnawala
Chsrariine Centre and that they
head haappaly setibed in.

While thie helpline has
tried their very best to solve
EVETLTITR H L"H'iLl.ﬂ :Il I"i I'il.'l'l:ll'll".
1wl Fesasible For thern to have
a solution W every problem
Dioxlamgonda desseribed a foigh
call that they god, that he
requested we keep o ourselves,
it wos lear that some callers
herve 1ssues that just don’t have
a solution. Dedongods pdded
thit i thas particular ease, i
they pushed hard enough, they
eould hove found o solution, but
more and more people would
call wiath sumalar 1sswes and 1
15 not possible to constantly
pull thear trwmg cards owt, 50
thesy had to ket it go. *“When
receiving calls asking for dry
mations or paychosocial help, we
have never tumed them away,
bt somne problems are just
Teenyiomud ws.”

We asked Dodangoda
what the patients conumonly
requested, to which he
comimented that it was
im.]l.l.'iril.-x on PCR tests and
ambulanees, “ A1 the moment,
we don't have a bag ambulance
service; we iried comacimg
private orgamisations, o ask
fior |1|.']|'|:_ sopmelirmes 110 worked,
sovmetimes it didn't, We
had hepes to build cur own
quarantine centre, Dr. YVinve
has personally written letiers
e the relevant muthorites to
grond permussion to build such
a centre, but to no ovail as of
yel.”

They also comumondy get
calls where people request for
dry ratsona. A Camily of five
called us recently, explaining
ihat they had no way to eat, as
i ok el checked wp on them
amcl that they ane desperate for
help, In "il.i.l'l civses, we disirbue
I:II'_\ m'ﬂm"ﬁ ] rL IIJ.Il.'G! |I:| 1l
there was also o case where o
Inchy called amd lomented that
becaus of the quormntine board
on her wall, rovellmg vendors
tend be cross the street to avead
ihe arca, leaving her witha
semone lack of tood; Sarvedaya
provided rations for her o
survive. Thas led to the question
of wheedher they receive fake
calls requesting for rationa, fo
“}L'H.I'I r}'ﬂh’l’le,l.ﬂl.l L'I.II'I'II'I:IL"I:I'.I_'E!:
“We first ask the caller for
cledails, but we don't go oo m
|:|.L-]'.|[h ][ % Very dhiffeult 10 T
100 deep beeause v will then

| hove to make calls o their PHLs
{ - amd ether puthomtes (o confirm,
i whach wall moke i barder for

| us bo handle and mamage the

i calls v recerve.” He also thinks
| that it is unnecessary b dig too

dizep bocause if someone did
call asking for ratbons, then that
wiold only e hocause they

are finding it difficult to source
fiped, “Fooosd 15 »:r:ru.-l]ﬁn&l_ we all
nesad 1o sumrsvie, so ol someoms
15 suich a need, we will try our
et tor prowvide.”

O whether they have any
plans to further develop thas
hotlme, Dodangodn commented:
“We hwe no way of knowing
whedher an islandwide
lockdown wall be mposed or
nok, bl we have hopes that we

owill b able fo partner wp with

| o organisations for this

i progect 1o be caried forwand

| on a higger scale. W also have
i only a hrmited supply of dry

ratics, so if amyone u-:u.lld Ik
fo help owat in that wary, they

are welcorme 1o contact ™ He
requested omyone that 15 willing
i partmer up with or ad them,
io et in towch, and help supply
a pood case.
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